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Environmental Health of the Rideau Canal Workshop – Community 
Group Summary 

 

Report by: Isha Mistry (Master’s student in Environmental Sustainability), Christine Beaudoin (PhD student 

in Sociology) and Nathan Young (Professor in Sociology), University of Ottawa 

 

Introduction 

On March 21st, 2019, researchers from the University of Ottawa met in Smiths Falls with members 

of community groups and associations for a workshop on the environmental health of the Rideau 

Canal. The workshop used a technique called Collaborative Conceptual Modelling to elicit views 

on environmental health, to identify key factors, challenges, and events that have affected 

environmental health over time, to model how these different factors influence one another, and 

to discuss potential leverage points for resolving challenges. This workshop is one of a series, 

and a full analysis of all workshops is forthcoming. This document provides a brief summary of 

the findings from the March 21st workshop. Comments from participants are welcome and can 

be sent to Nathan.Young@uottawa.ca 

 

 

 

Top 5 Challenges Identified in the Workshop 
 

Count Challenge 

11 Shoreline development (inadequate policies, human population and density, 
vegetation loss and wake erosion, tributary degradation, sense of entitlement, 
waterfront residential development) 

9 Education and awareness (lack of knowledge and understanding: Rideau history and 
heritage, water quality, public apathy/ignorance, communication, voter unawareness) 

6 Invasive species (zebra mussels, Canada geese, asian carp, direct and indirect 
effects on native biodiversity) 

5 Government action (corrective action, political will, good relationships with all levels 
of government) 

4 Jurisdictional coordination (single governing body and organizational strength) 

 

 

 

Collective timeline of events 

Disclaimer: These timelines are built from the workshop activities, dates may not be exact and 

not all key events for the RC may be present. Feel free to send us additional details or events as 

we will continue to build timelines in our next workshops! 
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Identified Leverage Points 

 Incentives for behavioural change (e.g. Parks Canada or other levels of government) 

 Need to build a common vision for the future of the Rideau Canal that is executed by 

strong leadership 

 Invest in public education (recognition of the problem, communication and explain the 

“why’s” of government decisions) 

 Encourage responsible and sustainable development (involving townships at point of 

purchase and providing “best practices” to new home owners along the canal) 

 Bring institutions together (go beyond Parks Canada to include the provincial government 

and other federal ministries/agencies like Environment Canada) 

 Mobilize and use existing policy tools to their full extent (e.g. robust planning exercises, 

land management practices) 

 Focus on enforcement of existing regulations to set a precedent (at all relevant levels of 

government) 

 Protect the ecosystem and biodiversity of the Rideau Canal (increase shoreline 

vegetation, include ecological priorities in decision-making) 

 Expand our knowledge of the Rideau Canal and its associated watersheds (transparent 

research initiatives focusing on measurable data and making results accessible) 

 
 
 

Summary 

Participants in the March 21st workshop focused on a range of social and ecological issues and 

challenges. Shoreline development and associated challenges were a major theme of the 

workshop. A consensus seemed to emerge that greater regulation of shoreline development is 

critical for environmental health. Public awareness and education was also discussed at length in 

this context, particularly the need to raise awareness among property owners, developers, and 

local authorities. Participants indicated that current regulations and institutional arrangements are 

not being enforced or used effectively, and that greater coordination across agencies is required. 

The issues of leadership, common vision, and the need for capacity-building were also raised in 

connection with these themes. 

 


